December 7, 2010

That the Senate passed S. 3860.
That the Senate passed S. 3817.
With best wishes, I am
Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 7, 2010.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, U.S. Capitol, House of Representa-
tives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 7, 2010 at 9:50 a.m.:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H. Con. R. 259.

That the Senate passed S. 4010.

Letter of Transmittal

Senate informs the House of Representa-
tives that the Senate will resume consider-
ation of the articles of impeachment against
Judge G. Thomas Porteous.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER.

————
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6 p.m. today.

——————

SUPPORTING NATIONAL RUNAWAY
PREVENTION MONTH

Mr. CLAY. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 1687) supporting the
goals and ideals of National Runaway
Prevention Month.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1687

Whereas the number of runaway and home-
less youth in the United States is staggering,
with studies suggesting that between
1,600,000 and 2,800,000 youth live on the
streets each year;

Whereas the problem of children who run
away from home is widespread, as youth be-
tween 12 and 17 years of age are at a higher
risk of homelessness than adults;

Whereas runaway youth are often expelled
from their homes by their families, dis-
charged by State custodial systems without
adequate transition plans, separated from
their parents by death and divorce, or phys-
ically, sexually, and emotionally abused at
home;
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Whereas runaway youth are often too poor
to secure their own basic needs and are ineli-
gible or unable to access adequate medical or
mental health resources;

Whereas effective programs that provide
support to runaway youth and assist them in
remaining at home with their families can
succeed through partnerships created among
families, community-based human service
agencies, law enforcement agencies, schools,
faith-based organizations, and businesses;

Whereas preventing youth from running
away from home and supporting youth in
high-risk situations is a family, community,
and national priority;

Whereas the future of the Nation is de-
pendent on providing opportunities for youth
to acquire the knowledge, skills, and abili-
ties necessary to develop into safe, healthy,
and productive adults;

Whereas the National Network for Youth
and its members advocate on behalf of run-
away and homeless youth and provide an
array of community-based support to address
their critical needs;

Whereas the National Runaway Switch-
board provides crisis intervention and refer-
rals to reconnect runaway youth with their
families and link youth to local resources
that provide positive alternatives to running
away from home; and

Whereas during the month of November,
the National Network for Youth and the Na-
tional Runaway Switchboard are cospon-
soring National Runaway Prevention Month,
in order to increase public awareness of the
circumstances faced by youth in high-risk
situations and to address the need to provide
resources and support for safe, healthy, and
productive alternatives for at-risk youth,
their families, and their communities: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives recognizes and supports the goals and
ideals of National Runaway Prevention
Month.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. CLAY) and the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Mrs. BIGGERT)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Missouri.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CLAY. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri?

There was no objection.

Mr. CLAY. I now yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the
House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform, I am pleased to
present House Resolution 1687 for con-
sideration. This resolution recognizes
the importance of youth runaway pre-
vention and at-risk youth programs.
House Resolution 1687 was introduced
by our colleague, Representative JUDY
BIGGERT of Illinois, on September 29,
2010. Notably, this measure enjoys the
support of 55 cosponsors.

Madam Speaker, according to the Na-
tional Runaway Switchboard, between
1.6 million and 2.8 million youth run
away from home every year. Notably,
the National Runaway Switchboard re-
ports that among those youth at great-
est risk of running away and facing
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homelessness are those that have been
expelled from home, those that have
suffered domestic abuse, and those that
have been discharged by State custo-
dial systems without the benefit of
adequate transitional planning. Addi-
tionally, youth that have been sepa-
rated from their parents by death or di-
vorce, live in poverty, and/or are un-
able to access adequate medical or
mental health resources are similarly
at risk of running away and becoming
homeless.

Madam Speaker, in light of the prev-
alence of the problem of runaway
youth as well as youth homelessness,
let us take this opportunity to pass
House Resolution 1687 and recognize
the important role that youth runaway
prevention and at-risk youth programs
play in addressing these issues. I urge
my colleagues to join me in supporting
it.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mrs. BIGGERT. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Today I rise in support of House Res-
olution 1687, expressing the support of
the House of Representatives for the
goals and ideals of National Runaway
Prevention Month.

Studies suggest that nearly 3 million
children are living on the street each
year. Many of these individuals, who
come from every socioeconomic back-
ground, have been kicked out of their
homes, separated from their parents, or
physically abused. Worse, these at-risk
youth often find it increasingly dif-
ficult or even impossible to acquire the
knowledge, skills and abilities nec-
essary to develop into safe, healthy and
productive adults. That’s why it is so
important that we pass this resolution
today, to raise awareness of the plight
of runaway youth and increase public
understanding of the role individual
Americans can play in helping to pre-
vent youth from running away from
home.

As cochair of the Missing and Ex-
ploited Children’s Caucus, I have
worked with my colleagues to help ad-
dress many of the issues that face run-
aways and their families. The caucus
has done some great work, and I would
like to extend to all of my colleagues
in the House an invitation to join us in
exploring ways to improve the well-
being of distressed youth and reduce
the incidence of runaways.

In addition, I would like to commend
the work done by organizations such as
the National Center for Missing and
Exploited Children and the National
Runaway Switchboard as well as simi-
lar organizations across the country
that help ensure runaways and home-
less kids in our communities aren’t de-
prived of a chance at a future. In my
home State of Illinois alone, almost
7,600 calls were placed to the National
Runaway Switchboard last year, and
nationally the organization fielded
over 117,000 calls. For more than two
decades, the National Center for Miss-
ing and Exploited Children has worked
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